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Executive Summary 
This research report illustrates the findings form the “Profile of Business in the 
Traditional Design Sectors”. This research was commissioned by the Design and 
Crafts Council of Ireland as part of the Year of Irish Design (ID1025) which is 
supported by the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and was under 
taken on their behalf by Con Kennedy. 
The aim of this research is to develop an understanding of the size, location and 
demographic of design practices and business in the Republic of Ireland. For the 
purpose of this report, the agreed sectors and design sectors to research were: 
• Animation 
• Architecture 
• Communication/Graphic Design 
• Digital Design 
• Product/Industrial Design 
• Craft Design 
Specific objectives of the study is to gain a better understanding to how the design 
sector in Ireland is structured, this includes discipline type, business type, location in 
Ireland by count and the length of time in business. 
The traditional design sector is well represented with the distribution of practices 
throughout Ireland. Although, there is an understandable concentration of design 
practices in the capital and surrounding counties. This accounts for just over one 
third of all of design practices. The traditional design sectors in Ireland would seem 
to consist of just under 4000 practices, consisting of Sole Traders, Registered 
Business Names, Limited Companies and Partnerships. 
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1 Introduction 
This research delivers the findings from the study “Profile of Business in the 
Traditional Design Sectors” which was commissioned by the Design and Crafts 
Council of Ireland as part of the Year of Irish Design (ID1025) for the purpose of 
gaining a better understanding to how the design sector in Ireland is currently 
performing. 
1.1  Research Rationale 
There is an greater policy focus internationally on design in business. A consequence 
of the Global Irish Economic Forum in 2013 was the Irish Government designation of 
2015 as the Year of Irish Design (ID2015). ID2015 presents an an opportunity to 
promote and develop Ireland’s capabilities in business-related traditional design 
across all sectors of the economy and to improve capacity for design in enterprise 
across the sector. The purpose of this research is to develop a clear understanding 
to how the traditional design enterprises and their sectors are performing in Ireland. 
1.2 Parameters of the Research 
The research parameters were: 
• To identify appropriate metrics for measuring the number of traditional design in 
enterprise business in Ireland within the agreed research sectors 
• To identify an understanding of the types of traditional design enterprises in 
Ireland 
• To identify the ecosystem map for traditional design sectors in Ireland 
• To identify Identify specific initiatives that support the traditional design sectors 
• To identify relevant further education and third level education programmes in 
design 
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1.3 Research Aims 
The aims of this research were: 
• Investigate the size of the design sector in terms of number of design enterprises 
• Investigate the types of design enterprises 
• Establish the location of design enterprises 
• Establish the breakdown of design enterprises by age 
• Develop a catalogue of Design Education programmes at Further Education and 
Third Level Education in Ireland that relate to design in enterprise 
• Develop a catalogue Design supports in Ireland in 2014 
1.4 Research Process 
A series of research questions were established to out line the research required. 
This included an agreement on the sectorial disciplines to research and agreed 
methodologies and processes. 
Initially, desk research & literature review were under taken for the purpose of data 
collection and analysis. Desk research was undertaken through database analysis 
and cross referencing. Literature review was undertaken in order to assess the 
relevance of other research that may be pertinent to this report.  
The proposed process and initial findings were presented to a Steering Committee 
consisting of representatives of DJEI, it’s agencies, the Design and Crafts Council of 
Ireland and ID 2015 in order to validate processes and findings. A full list of members 
of the Steering Committee and their roles can be found in Appendix 1.  
1.5 Research Methodologies 
Desk research began with the identification of design practices through the relevant 
professional bodies and design associations. This included the Institute of Designers 
in Ireland (IDI); Institute of Creative Advertising and Design (ICAD); the Irish Internet 
Association (IIA); the Design and Crafts Council of Ireland (DCCoI); the Royal 
Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI) and Animation Ireland (AI). 
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It is worth noting that not all design practitioners are members of their relevant 
industry body. With the exception of Architecture, the creative practices are not 
required to be members of their relevant professional body. This is the case both in 
Ireland and internationally. Therefore other resources, directories and business 
listings such as Creative Ireland, 100 Archive, Media Street and Core77 were used to 
identify design enterprises in Ireland in order to gain a comprehensive understanding 
of how the sector comprised. 
On completion of the design practice identification process, a list of practices from 
each of the sources was generated.This data was then cross-referenced with the 
membership of each of the organisations and sources, and duplicate entries were 
removed. For example, a Communication Design practice may be a member of IDI, 
ICAD and AI. This was done in order to attain a complete list of all design enterprises 
in Ireland with no duplication of entries. This ensures that data about design 
enterprises is captured once and therefore does not distort figures pertaining to the 
sector. 
Company information data was then crosschecked against information and listings 
by the Companies Registration Office (CRO), Solo-Check, Irish Domain Registry 
(IEDR) and WHOIS searches with US registered domain names. This revealed 
information on business ownership and company types not available through the 
professional bodies. For example, the IEDR searches indicated where design 
enterprises were sole-traders who may not be registered with the CRO. 
Where it was identified through CRO and Solo-Check searched that companies had 
been struck off or liquidated, the relevant information was removed from the listings. 
Therefore resulting in a final listing of current active design practices in Ireland (see 
figure 1). 
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Fig 1. Research Methodology 
1.6 Notable points about this research 
Currently, there no single source exists for comprehensive data relating to the design 
sector in Ireland. However, many individual items of research and data points exist. 
Each source using different and inconsistent methodologies to determine findings. 
Therefore, the construction of this framework was required to develop a methodology 
for this research. This framework was devised to robustly answer the research 
questions and capture the required data and metrics necessary for the completion of 
this research. 
The Statistical Classification of Economic Activities in the European Community, 
commonly referred to as NACE, are the industry standard classification system used 
in the European Union and groups organisations according to their business 
activities. Although NACE codes are a well established and often used method to 
research business types, the way design enterprises register their business can be 
problematic if relying on NACE solely. For example, there are 17 NACE codes used 
within the Communication/Graphic Design Sector in Ireland, none of which 
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specifically identify the discipline (See Table 1). Therefore, for the purpose of this 
research other methodologies were used in conjunction with NACE to research 
design enterprises in Ireland. 
The similar issues exist with identifying design enterprises using only NACE codes in 
Animation, Product/Industrial Design, Digital Design and Craft, but to a lesser extent 
in Architecture where only two NACE codes are used. For this reason, a mixed 
method approach was used to gain a fuller picture of design enterprises in Ireland. 
A significant number of self-employed design practitioners, in certain design sectors, 
may have incomes below the threshold for registering as self-employed and or for 
VAT. Therefore, these may not have been captured as part of previous research 
undertaken in the design sector in Ireland. Where possible, individual practitioners 
Table 1. NACE Codes use in Communication/Graphic Design Practices in Ireland
NACE Description
[17.54] Manufacture Of Other Textiles N.E.C.
[22.XX] Publishing, Printing And Reproduction Of Recorded Media
[22.21] Printing Of Newspapers
[22.22] Printing N.E.C.
[45.25] Other Construction Work Involving Special Trades
[51.19] Agents Involved In The Sale Of A Variety Of Goods
[52.11] Retail Sale In Non-Specialized Stores With Food, Beverages Or Tobacco Predominating
[52.48] Other Retail Sale In Specialized Stores
[72.XX] Computer And Related Activities
[72.10] Hardware Consultancy
[72.20] Software Consultancy And Supply
[72.60] Other Computer Related Activities
[74.13] Market Research And Public Opinion Polling
[74.14] Business And Management Consultancy Activities
[74.40] Advertising
[74.84] Other Business Activities N.E.C
[92.11] Motion Picture And Video Production
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acting as self-employed or as a design business have been identified and included 
as part of this research to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the sector. 
1.5 Outline and Structure 
The following sections of this research report will outline the findings of the desk 
research, literature review and survey responses. The first section of this report 
discusses the summary findings on the design sector as an overview and is then 
followed by a detailed look at the individual design sectors. 
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2 Overview of the Design Sector in 
Ireland 
2.1 Introduction 
This section looks at the overall make-up of the design sector in Ireland and 
combines data collected from desk research and forms a summary of the overall 
research findings. 
2.2  Design in Republic of Ireland 
Research would indicate that there are 3,923 design enterprises in Ireland. For the 
purposes of this report, the design sector defines as the following disciplines: 
Animation; Architecture; Communication/Graphic Design; Digital Design; Product/
Industrial Design and Craft Design. Table 2 illustrates a breakdown of these 
individual design disciplines to give an overall picture of the number of design 
enterprise in Ireland. From these figures, Craft Design is the largest part of the 
design sector in Ireland in terms of practice numbers.However, over 90% of craft 
business are Sole Traders and not Registered Business. 
The sector is predominantly made up of small, individually run business (Sole 
Traders or Registered Businesses) rather than companies (limited companies or 
partnerships). The majority of design business in Ireland are micro-enterprises and 
are designated as having a ‘small’ turnover. 
Table 2. Design Enterprise Numbers In Republic of Ireland
Dicipline Practice Numbers
Animation 35
Architecture 527
Communication/Graphic Design 395
Digital Design 174
Product/Industrial Design 24
Craft Design 2768
Total 3,923
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2.3 Sector Breakdown by Design Discipline and Enterprise Type 
The majority of design enterprises in Ireland are Craft Design practices. Over 71% of 
the sector is made up of Craft. Architecture and Communication/Graphic Design 
account for a little over 11% each. Digital Design practices account got 4.5% of all 
design with both Animation and Product/Industrial Design each making up less than 
1% of design enterprises in Ireland in terms of design practice numbers (see figure 2). 
This does not reflect any economic contribution by the various design sectors. 
Fig 2. Design Enterprises in Ireland by Discipline 
!  
The type of design enterprises in Ireland would seem to differ by sector. Craft 
enterprises tend to be sole traders, where in animation, enterprises tend to be limited 
companies. This reflects the different levels of risk involved with running different types 
of design enterprises.  
Fig 3. Design Enterprises in Ireland by Sector and Business Type 
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Communication Design
71.5%
0.9%
11.3%
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4.5%
11.2%
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2.4 Location of Design Practices in Ireland 
Overall, design enterprises are reasonably well distributed through out Ireland, there 
are most types of design enterprises in most counties. However, design in Ireland 
has Dublin-centric bias with with the highest concentration (34%) of design 
enterprises based in the capital city or county. There are over 1,300 design 
enterprises in Dublin. Cork, Galway & Limerick collectively account for 20% of design 
enterprises with the rest of Ireland 46%. There are over 400 design enterprises in 
Cork and almost 220 in Galway. Other counties with over 100 design enterprises are 
Donegal, Mayo, Meath, Kildare, Wicklow, Wexford, Kilkenny, Waterford and Kerry. 
Figure 4 illustrates the overall number of design enterprises per county. The following 
sections will discuss the research findings in specific design sectors. 
Fig 4. Mapping of Design Practices in Ireland 
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2.5 Ratio of Practices by Location 
Figure 5 below, illustrates the concentration of design enterprises by county in 
relation to each other. It is clear form this diagram the level of concentration of design 
enterprises in Dublin and to a lesser extent, areas like Cork, Limerick and Galway, 
when compared with the rest of the country. This may reflect both population levels in 
these areas, coupled with the location of client business in urban areas. 
Fig 5. Ratio of Practices by Location 
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2.6 Design Practices by Age 
Research would indicate that, as a whole, almost one fifth of design practices are 
start-ups, as they are trading for three or less years. Over 43% of practices are 
trading for between 4 and 10 years with a further 30% trading for between 11 and 20 
years. This suggests that the sector is strong with new businesses and these 
practices may require support and mentoring at the early stage of their enterprises to 
allow them to grow and develop their business. Survey respondents indicate that the 
sector is weak with entrepreneurial skills. 
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Fig 6. Design Practices by Business Age
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2.8 Summary 
There are just under 4000 design practices in Ireland. Craft represents over 70% of 
the number of design practices in Ireland, however, a significant number of practices 
are Sole Traders or Registered Business this is particularly acute in Communication/
Graphic Design and Craft Design. 
The design sector as a whole is is generally based in the capital or other areas of 
dense populations such as Cork, Galway & Limerick. Within specific sectors, there is 
an uneven distribution of design practices.The majority of design practices are well 
established, however a fifth of design businesses are start-ups. 
Although the sector is highly qualified for their discipline, there are skill gaps centred 
around entrepreneurship that need to be addressed. This is a concern as the 
majority of design business are individuals running their own businesses. 
Partnerships, Limited Companies, Business Names
1-3 years 4-10 years 11-20 years 21-30 years 31 years or more
19.2% 43.3% 30.4% 5% 2.1%
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3 Architecture 
3.1 Introduction 
This section reports on the findings specific to Architectural enterprises in Ireland as 
part of the overall research and identifies enterprises by location, business type and 
age of the business. Architecture can be defined the process and the product of 
planning, designing, and constructing buildings and other physical structures (DIT, 
2015, UCD 2015). 
3.2  Architects Enterprises by Location 
Architectural enterprises are well distributed though out Ireland with at least one 
enterprises in each county. Research would indicate that there are 527 architectural 
enterprises in Ireland, with the largest concentration of practices are in Dublin. Other 
urbanised locations also account for a high concentration of architectural enterprises. 
58% of all architectural enterprises are in the capital with Cork, Galway & Limerick 
collectively accounting for a further 14% of enterprises. 
Fig 7. Mapping of Architect Practices by Location 
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3.3 Architect Enterprises by Business Type 
The majority of architectural enterprises in 
Ireland are Limited Companies (46%) followed 
by just under 38% as individually run practices 
or practitioners (Registered Business Names 
or Sole Traders). 
The are a smaller number of practices with 
run as partnerships and a hand-full that are 
Unlimited Companies or are Unincorporated 
Associations. 
3.4 Architect Enterprises by 
Business Age 
Excluding Sole Traders, almost 42% of Architect enterprises are between 4 and 10 
years in business, with a 30.9% between 11 and 20 years in business, 9.4% in 
business for more than 21 years and just under 18% are start-up businesses (trading 
for less than 3 years).  
Fig 9. Architect Practices by Business Age 
3.5 Summary 
The literature indicates that there are 527 Architectural enterprises in Ireland, with 
over 58% of practices based in Dublin city or county. Outside the capital, Cork, 
Galway & Limerick collectively account for 14% of Architectural enterprises. All of 
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Partnerships, Limited Companies, Business Names
1-3 years 4-10 years 11-20 years 21-30 years 31 years or more
17.9% 41.8% 30.9% 5.8% 3.6%
Registered Businesses
Limited Companies
Sole Traders
Partnerships
Unlimited
Unincorporated
17.25%
6.25% 20.5%
46% 6.6%
3.3%
Fig 8. Architect Practices  
by Business Type
Ireland is well represented with Architectural enterprises in each county. The sector 
predominantly consists of Limited Companies or Partnerships. 
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4 Communication/Graphic Design 
4.1 Introduction 
This section reports on the findings specific to Communication/Graphic Design 
enterprises in Ireland as part of the overall research and identifies enterprises by 
location, business type and age of the business. The Institute of Designers in Ireland 
(2008) states that Communications Design and Graphic Design are different terms 
that identify the same discipline, defining it as “an immensely broad field of practice, 
which knowledge and information is communicated primarily a visual form through 
the use of texts and images” (IDI 2008 p.10). 
4.2  Communication/GraphicDesign Enterprises by Location 
Communication/Graphic Design enterprises are reasonably well distributed though 
out Ireland. Research would indicate that there are 395 Communication/Graphic 
Design enterprises in Ireland, with the largest concentration of enterprises are in 
Dublin. Other urbanised locations also account for a high concentration of 
Communication/Graphic Design enterprises. Over 68% of all Communication/
Graphic Design enterprises are based in the capital with Cork, Galway & Limerick 
collectively accounting for a further third practices. See Figure 10 for a detailed 
mapping of Communication/Graphic Design practices in Ireland. 
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Fig 10. Mapping of Communication/Graphic Design Practices by Location 
 
4.3 Communication/
GraphicDesign Enterprises by 
Business Type 
The Communication/Graphic Design sector is 
predominately made up of individually run 
business, either as Sole Traders or Registered 
Business Names. Approximately 60% of all 
Communication Design enterprises are such. 
Limited Companies account for 38% of 
practices with a quarter being Partnerships. 
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Fig 11. Communication/Graphic Design 
Practices by Business Type
4.4 Communication/GraphicDesign Enterprises by Business Age 
Excluding sole traders, almost 40% of Communication/Graphic Design enterprises 
are between 4 and 10 years in business, with a third between 11 and 20 years in 
business, 5% in business for more than 21 years and just over 1 in 5 are start-up 
businesses (trading for less than 3 years). 
Fig 12. Communication/Graphic Design Practices by Business Age 
4.5 Summary 
Research indicates that there are 395 Communication/Graphic Design enterprises in 
Ireland, with over 68% of practices are based in Dublin. Outside the capital Cork, 
Galway & Limerick account for 33% of enterprises. The majority of Ireland well 
represented in terms of distribution of Communication/Graphic Design enterprises 
through out the country. 
The sector is predominately made up of design business that are either Registered 
Business Names or Sole Trader 
With the exception of one enterprises, the majority of Communication/Graphic 
Design practices are designated as ‘Small’ based on turnover. 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Partnerships, Limited Companies, Business Names
1-3 years 4-10 years 11-20 years 21-30 years 31 years or more
21.4% 40% 33.6% 3.7% 1.3%
5 Digital Design 
5.1 Introduction 
This section reports on the findings specific to Digital Design enterprises in Ireland as 
part of the overall research and identifies practices by location, business type and 
age of the business. In previous reports, Digital Design has been included as part of 
Communication/Graphic Design (Intertade Ireland, 2008; Enterprise Ireland 1999), 
and has been previously referred to a Multimedia. However, for the purpose of this 
report the Digital Design and Communication/Graphic Design sectors have been 
separated. Digital Design is an emerging field in design (IT Carlow) and may include 
Multimedia Design, User Experience Design, Web Design, App Design and 
Interaction Design (Dublin Institute of Technology, IT Carlow, Griffith College, 
University of Limerick, Letterkenny IT, NCAD). For the purpose of this report, Digital 
Design does not include Software Design. 
5.2  Digital Design Enterprises by Location 
Digital Design enterprises in Ireland are less evenly distributed at other design 
sectors with more than half (53%) of the 174 Digital Design enterprises in Ireland 
being based in Dublin. Outside the capital, Cork, Galway & Limerick collectively 
account for 16.5% of enterprises in the sector. Counties, such as Cavan, Clare, 
Roscommon and Longford do not appear to have any Digital Design enterprises 
based there and a number of other counties seem to have one Digital Design 
enterprise. There may be a link to the distribution of Digital Design enterprises and 
the availability of reliable high quality broadband connectivity outside major urban 
areas. Figure 13 illustrates the mapping of Digital Design enterprises in Ireland. 
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Fig 13. Mapping of Digital Design Practices by Location 
 
5.3 Digital Design Enterprises by 
Business Type 
There is an almost 50/50 split between Digital 
Design enterprises being Limited Companies or 
as individually run businesses (Sole Traders or 
Registered Business). Just over 46% of Digital 
Design Practices are Limited Companies, with 
30.5% operating as Partnerships and a further 
21.5% being Sole Traders. 
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Fig 14. Digital Design Practices by  
Business Type
5.4 Digital Design Enterprises by Business Age 
With Digital Design being an emerging creative field, it is not surprising to see that 
there are a significant number of enterprises that are relatively new companies. 
Almost 60% of the sector are trading for less than 10 years and a minimal number 
older than 21 years. It is worth noting that a sizeable minority of the more established 
Digital Design enterprises are registered trading names of established companies 
that operate in a related creative field. Therefore may indicate that the Digital Design 
sector is not as developed in practice as the figures suggest.  
Fig 15. Digital Design Practices by Business Age 
5.5 Summary 
Research indicates that there are 174 Digital Design enterprises in Ireland, over 53% 
of enterprises are based in Dublin. Outside the capital Cork, Galway & Limerick 
account for 16.5% of practices. Most of Ireland well represented, however there is an 
uneven distribution of these type of design businesses in Ireland. 
There is an almost 50/50 split between Limited Companies and Registered Business 
Names & Sole Trader 
The majority of of Digital Design enterprises are ‘Small’, only 2 are designated as 
‘Large’ and having turnover of greater than €7.6m. However, these practices are 
subsidiary companies of larger organisations and therefore, the actual turnover of 
these practices in particular may be smaller than suggested.  
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Partnerships, Limited Companies, Business Names
1-3 years 4-10 years 11-20 years 21-30 years
12.6% 47% 35.2% 5.2%
6 Product/Industrial Design 
6.1 Introduction 
This section reports on the findings specific to Product/Industrial Design enterprises 
in Ireland as part of the overall research and identifies practices by location, business 
type and age of the business. Industrial design can be defined as the process of 
creating new products and can include electronic products, consumer products, 
domestic appliances, garden products, medical equipment, sports equipment and 
machinery (IT Carlow, University of Limerick, NCAD) 
6.2  Product/Industrial Design Enterprises by Location 
Product/Industrial Design in Ireland tend to be clustered in urban areas. Of the 24 
practices identified, more than half (54%) are based in Dublin with Galway and Cork 
collectively accounting for 8% of all of Product/Industrial Design practices. 
Fig 16. Mapping of Product/Industrial Design Practices by Location 
!27
Wexford
Clare
Offaly
Tipperary
Kerry
Cork
Waterford
Carlow
Wicklow
Dublin
Laois
Sligo
Mayo Roscommon
Galway
Leitrim
Cavan
Longford
Westmeath
Limerick Kilkenny
Kildare
Meath
Louth
Monaghan
Donegal
4
131
2
1
1
2
6.3 Product/Industrial Design 
Enterprises by Business Type 
More than 58% of Product/Industrial Design 
enterprises in Ireland are Limited companies, 
with just over 37% as Individually run 
enterprises (Sole Trader or Registered 
Business). 
6.4 Product/Industrial Design 
Enterprises by Business Age 
One third of Product/Industrial Design are 
start-ups (trading for less than 3 years) with a 
further third trading for less than 10 years.  
Fig 18. Product/Industrial Design Practices by Business Age 
6.5 Summary 
Research indicates that there 24 Product/Industrial Design enterprises in Ireland and 
over 54% of enterprises are based in Dublin. Outside the capital, Cork and Galway 
account for 8% of enterprises and there tends to be a clustering of these design 
practices around urban areas. 
The sector is generally made up of business that are Limited Companies and all are 
designated as ‘Small’ and having turnover of less than €4.4m 
The overall enterprises numbers in Product/Industrial Design when compared to 
other design disciplines in this research, is low. One possible reason for this is many 
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Partnerships, Limited Companies, Business Names
1-3 years 4-10 years 11-20 years 21-30 years 31 years or more
33.3% 33.3% 19% 9.6% 4.8%
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Fig 17. Product/Industrial Design Practices 
by Business Type
individuals are employed as in-house designers in companies who’s output is not 
specifically design. For example in the Pharmaceutical sector, an individual design 
practitioner may be employed in-house to carry out medical device design. 
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7 Animation 
7.1 Introduction 
This section reports on the findings specific to Animation enterprises in Ireland as 
part of the overall research and identifies enterprises by location, business type and 
age of the business. Animation may be both classical (hand-drawn) and computer 
generated and encompasses film, special effects, digital games and advertising 
(BCFE 2015). 
7.2  Animation Enterprises by Location 
Research would indicate that there are 35 Animation enterprises in Ireland, with 
three-quarters of the sector being based in Dublin. Outside the capital, Animation 
Practices tend to be based in urban areas such as Kilkenny, Limerick and Galway. 
Fig 19. Mapping of Animation Practices by Location 
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7.3 Animation Enterprises by 
Business Type 
The vast majority of Animation enterprises in 
Ireland are Limited Companies, with a fifth being 
Individually run enterprises (Sole Trader or 
Registered Business).  
7.4 Animation Enterprises by 
Business Age 
Animation would seem to be one of the youngest 
of the design sectors in Ireland, with no identified 
enterprises being over 20 years in business. Just 
over 47% Animation enterprises are between 11 and 20 years in business and 
almost 15% are start-ups. 
Fig 21. Animation Practices by Business Age 
7.5 Summary 
There are 35 Animation enterprises in Ireland with over 75% of enterprises are based 
in Dublin. Limerick & Galway account for 12% of enterprises  
The majority of Animation enterprises (80%) are Limited Companies, this may reflect 
the risks and capital investment involved in setting up and running this type of design 
practice. When compared to the other design disciplines, Animation would seem to 
require more specialised equipment that is required elsewhere in the industry. 
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Partnerships, Limited Companies, Business Names
1-3 years 4-10 years
14.7% 38.2%
11-20 years
47.1%
Fig 20. Animation Practices by  
Business Type
Registered Businesses
Limited Companies
Sole Traders
Unincorporated
3%
14%
80% 3%
Animation enterprises are clustered in urban areas with the exception of 1 company, 
the majority of animation practices are designated as ‘Small’ (turnover of less than 
€4.4m). 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8 Craft 
8.1 Introduction 
This section reports on the findings specific to Craft Design enterprises in Ireland as 
part of the overall research and identifies enterprises by location, business type and 
age of the business. Craft Design enterprises tend to be run by the designer-maker 
and can include Textile Making & Spinning; Jewellery Making & Silversmith; 
Ceramics & Mosaics; Wood Working; Glass Making; Furniture Making; Paper & 
Printing; Metal Working; Stone Working; Mixed Media Construction; Basketry;Leather 
Working; Candle Making; and Musical Instrument Making (INDECON 2013) but may 
also include practices and practitioners involved with Image Making, Toy Making, 
Boat Construction, Batik, Fine Arts and the production and manufacture of Toiletries 
and Perfumes. 
8.2  Craft Enterprises by Location 
Research would indicate that there are 2768 Craft enterprises in Ireland, making 
Craft Design the largest part of design sector as a whole, in terms of practice 
numbers. This does not however, reflect Craft design as a contribution to the 
economy. Only 22% of craft enterprises are based in Dublin, which is unique in 
design in Ireland. All the other design sectors have a tendency to have a 
concentration of enterprises in the capital. All of Ireland well represented with Craft 
Practices, but there are concentrated clusters in Kilkenny, Wexford, Leitrim, Cork. 
Cork, Galway & Limerick account for 20% of craft practices. 
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Fig 22. Mapping of Craft Design Practices by Location 
 
8.3 Craft Enterprises by Business 
Type 
The vast majority of Craft enterprises in 
Ireland  are individually run Practices, over 
90% are either Sole Trader or Registered 
Business with only a handful being Limited 
(6.3%) or Partnerships (1.75%). It is also 
worth noting that enterprises based in Dublin, 
Cork and Galway are more likely to be 
registered business, rather than Sole Traders 
when compared to Craft enterprises 
elsewhere in the country. 
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Fig 23. Craft Practices by 
Business Type
8.4 Craft Enterprises by Business Age 
The majority of Craft enterprises in Ireland are between 4 and 10 years old, with just 
over 1 in 5 being between 11-20 years in business and just over 30% are start-ups. 
Fig 24. Craft Practices by Business Age 
8.5 Summary 
Craft makes up the largest part of design sector in terms of practice numbers. 
However, the sector is predominately made up of Sole Traders. 
The 2768 craft craft enterprises in Ireland directly employ 5,700 (DCCoI). All of 
Ireland well represented with a the distribution of Craft enterprises, 22% of which are 
based in Dublin and Cork, Galway & Limerick accounting for 20% of craft enterprises 
and further clusters of Craft practices in Kilkenny, Wexford, Leitrim, Cork county. 
Craft has is most diverse design of all the design sectors. Craft enterprises specialise 
in a wide range of design that include textiles, knitwear, ceramics, glass, jewellery, 
furniture, fashion, gold and silver smithing, woodworking, stone working etc. See 
Table 2. 
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Partnerships, Limited Companies, Business Names
1-3 years 4-10 years 11-20 years 21-30 years 31 years or more
30.2% 38.3% 22.3% 6.4% 2.8%
Source: Adapted from “Creative Clusters”, Indecon (2013) 
When compared to the Indecon (2013) figures, there seems to be 3.5% growth in the 
overall numbers of Craft design practices in Ireland in the past 2 years. 
Table 3. Craft Practices in Ireland
Crafts Industry % Share
Textile Making & Spinning 24%
Jewellery Making & Silversmith 16%
Ceramics & Mosaics 16%
Wood Working 10%
Glass Making 7%
Furniture Making 7%
Paper & Printing 5%
Metal Working 4%
Stone Working 2%
Mixed Media Construction 2%
Basketry 2%
Leather Working 1%
Candle Making 1%
Musical Instrument Making 1%
Other Craft Industries* 3%
Textile Making & Spinning 24%
Jewellery Making & Silversmith 16%
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9 Design Education and Design 
Supports 
9.1 Introduction 
This section looks at the number and types of programmes that relate to design in 
enterprise as identified in this report and the relevant design education programmes 
in Ireland. Programmes are available at both Further Education and Third Level 
Education. Within Third Level, there are a number of institutions offering design 
programmes. These include, Universities, Institutes of Technology and Private 
Colleges.  
9.2  Further Education in Design 
There are 160 design education programmes available through 32 Institutes of 
Further Education in Ireland. These institutes are well distributed around the country 
and offer a diverse range of programmes. Programmes may be offered as portfolio 
preparation courses for transition to Third Level or they may be stand-alone 
programmes. Programmes offered at Further Education are generally 1 year, 
although some offer an add-on year, and qualifications range form NFQ Level 5 to 
Level 6 Certificates. 
A list of Further Education Programmes relevant to the design sector in Ireland can 
be found in Appendix 3. 
9.3  Third Level Education in Design  
Similarly with Further Education, there as a diverse range of design education 
programmes availably at the 22 Third Level Institutes in Ireland. Institutes offer 
programmes such as short courses Level 6 Certificates, Level 7 Ordinary Degrees, 
Level 8 Honours Degree, Level 9 Masters Degree and Level 10 PhD Degrees. 
Ordinary and Honours Degree programmes run for between 3 and 4 years, Masters 
Degree programmes run for 1 or 2 years, Level 10 PhD programmes run between 3 
and 6 years. 
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A list of Third Level Education Programmes relevant to the design sector in Ireland 
can be found in Appendix 4. 
9.4  Design Support in Ireland in 2014 
A number of design initiatives in Ireland took place in 2014. These range from 
professional and representative bodies, conferences and publications. The design 
sector in Ireland is represented by diverse and varying initiatives. There is a 
representative body for each of the disciplines and other inter-disciplinary advocacy 
groups and design events. These include: 
5 Professional Bodies 
15 Advocacy Groups 
2 Design Promotion Bodies 
7 Design Awards 
6 Design Conferences 
8 Design Events 
2 Discussion Forums  
3 Continuing Professional Development programmes 
6 Collaborative Working Spaces 
1 Design Incubation Centre 
3 Funding Programmes 
2 Internship Programmes 
4 Design Repositories 
2 Design Journals 
Many of these initiatives would seem to be run by those involved with the sector on a 
voluntary basis, some are run as commercial enterprises. This illustrates the 
disparate nature of design and initiatives in Ireland which is also reflective of the 
multidisciplinary nature of the design sector as a whole. 
A list of Design Supports can be found in Appendix 5. 
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10 Ecosystem Map 
10.1 Introduction 
The following section contains an Ecosystem Map of design in Ireland and is based 
on the data and findings in this research report. 
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11 Recommendations 
11.1 Introduction 
The following section contains recommendations taken from the research findings: 
Better classification of design enterprises by design sectors 
Further research in needed to to identify and capture data from sole-trader design 
enterprises 
More research is required to establish the the economic contribution and turnover by 
design enterprises and by design sector. 
Further research is required to establish profitability and growth of design enterprises 
Longitudinal research is required into mapping of design in enterprises over a period 
of time in order to establish trends 
Further research is required to establish the overall employment numbers of 
individuals in design enterprises and to establish the employment numbers of 
individuals in design specific roles in design enterprise 
Expand the remit of further research to include Interior Design, Visual Effects Design 
and other emerging design disciplines 
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Appendix 1: Steering Committee 
Members 
Declan Hughes: Chair, Strategic Policy Division, DJEI 
Karen Hynes: Strategic Policy Division, DJEI 
Karen Hennessy: DCCoI & ID2015 
Con Kennedy: IDI & ID2015 
Michael Lohan: IDA 
Neill Cooney: EI 
Paula Maguire: EI 
Eugen Forde: DJEI & LEO 
Lisa Murphy: SFI 
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Appendix 2: Design Workshop 
Feedback  
• Generally the feed back form the group was that the research finding was in line 
with expectations, although it was acknowledged that design in Ireland was a 
particularly small sector 
• Group questioned if Design in-House should be captured as part of this research 
along with the Design-in-practice research presented 
• Group asked about overall employee numbers 
• Designers need to be come ‘Design Leaders’ and be able to deal with succession 
planning of their practices 
• Designers need to identify clear career paths (design education) 
• Design-in-practice are competing with companies with in-house facility for 
employees 
• There are procurement issues for small deign practices and this may be 
hampering business development and growth, therefore, do deign practices need 
to be bigger? 
• Design practices must be able to service larger clients. International clients 
require practices to deliver scale 
• Design is considered to be a ‘low level purchase item by clients’ and designer 
need to communicate the creative and strategic aspect of their work to clients 
• Both parts of this research need to look at the value of design from in-hose and 
government perspective. 
• Issues over free-pitching was raised and government and private sector needs to 
end this practice of procurement 
• What is the number of design education graduates and where are they going? 
What roles are available for design graduates? Design education has a role to 
play in developing future Design Leaders.Is there abetter role for design 
management within design? 
• What is the total value of design? What is the value of exports where design is a 
key component? 
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• The client-community needs to better understand design’s contribution to the 
clients business and wider economy 
• The design sector is becoming increasingly fragmented 
• Designers need to be better at collaboration with other practices. Better 
networking is required. 
• There are recruitment issues, practices are having difficulty in finding the right 
staff. Competition with in-house companies for employment  
• The cost of freelance hire is having an impact on margins 
Gaps in research 
• What is the Public Sector purchasing of design series  
• Where are graduates finding employment abroad 
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Appendix 3: Design Education 
Programmes in Ireland - Further 
Education 
Institution Programme Award NFQ Duration
Ballsbridge College Web Authoring & Multimedia QQI 5 1
Ballsbridge College Fibre Art (Textile/Fine Applied Arts) Higher Nat Dip 6 2
Ballsbridge College Art, Design And Mixed Media Certificate 5 1
Ballsbridge College Art, Graphics And Printmaking - Visual CommunicationsCertificate 5 1
Ballsbridge College Visual  Communications (Graphic  Design) Higher Nat Dip 6 2
Ballsbridge College Illustration Higher Nat Dip 6 2
Ballsbridge College Interactive Digital Media Production Certificate 5 1
Ballsbridge College Interactive Media Higher Nat Dip 6 2
Ballsbridge College Computer Games And Interactive Entertainment DevelopmentCertificate 5 1
Ballsbridge College Creative Media Production (Computer Game Design)Higher Nat Dip 6 2
Blackrock FEI Creative Multimedia Course QQI 5 1
Blackrock FEI Creative Multimedia & App Development QQI 6 1 year add on
Blackrock FEI Games Design and Development QQI 5 1
Blackrock FEI Industrial Design QQI 5 1
Blackrock FEI Landscape Design Higher Nat Dip 6 2
Blackrock FEI Interior Design QQI 5 / 6 1+1
Blackrock FEI Graphic Design QQI 5 1
Bray Institute of FE Graphic Design QQI 5 1
Bray Institute of FE Graphic Design QQI 6 1 year add on
Bray Institute of FE Fashion Design QQI 5 1
Bray Institute of FE Art, Craft & Design QQI 5 1
Bray Institute of FE Architectural Design & Technology QQI 5 1
Bray Institute of FE Fashion & Textiles QQI 5 1
Bray Institute of FE Furniture Design QQI 5 1
Bray Institute of FE Furniture Making & Restoration QQI 6 1
Bray Institute of FE 3D Game Design QQI 5 1
Bray Institute of FE Fashion Theatre & Media Make-Up QQI 5 1
Bridgetown Vocational College Desktop Publishing QQI 5 1
Cavan Institute Fashion Design QQI 5 1
Cavan Institute Furniture Design and Making QQI 5 1
Cavan Institute Furniture Design QQI 6 1
Cavan Institute 3D Design and Graphics QQI 5 1
Cavan Institute Architectural Design and Technology (Year 1) QQI 5 1
Cavan Institute Architectural Technology and Design Year 2 QQI 6 1
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Cavan Institute Interior Architecture QQI 5 1
Cavan Institute Sustainable Energy and Construction Technology QQI 5 1
Colaiste Dhulaigh Architectural Design and Technology Foundation Certificate 5 1
Colaiste Dhulaigh Art and Design Portfolio Preparation Certificate 5 1
Colaiste Dhulaigh Fashion Design Certificate 5 1
Colaiste Dhulaigh Graphic Design Certificate 5 1
Colaiste Dhulaigh Graphic Design Higher Nat Dip 6 2
Colaiste Dhulaigh Interior Design QQI 6 1
Colaiste Dhulaigh Renewable Energy and Sustainable ConstructioN QQI 6 2
Colaiste Dhulaigh Craft Production QQI 5 1
Colaiste Ide Portfolio Preparation in Graphics QQI 5 1
Colaiste Ide Portfolio Preparation in Fashion and Textiles QQI 5 1
Colaiste Ide Advanced Certificate in Art and Fashion Design QQI 6 1
Colaiste Ide Architectural and Renewable Energy QQI 6 2
Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa Art, Craft and Design QQI 5 1
Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa Digital Media Higher Nat Dip 6 2
Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa Furniture Design & Making 1 QQI 5 1
Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa Furniture Design & Making 2 QQI 6 1
Dorset College Science in Computing & Multimedia QQI 6 1
Dorset College Computing & Multimedia QQI 7 3
Dorset College Computing & Multimedia QQI 6 2
Dún Laoghaire FEI Architectural Technology and Design QQI 5 1
Dún Laoghaire FEI Architectural Technology and Design QQI 6 1
Dún Laoghaire FEI Advanced Certificate in Architectural Technology and DesignQQI 5 1
Dún Laoghaire FEI Advanced Certificate in Architectural Technology and DesignQQI 6 1
Dún Laoghaire FEI Furniture Design and Making QQI 5 1
Dún Laoghaire FEI Furniture Design and Making QQI 6 1
Dún Laoghaire FEI Advanced Certificate in Furniture Making and RestorationQQI 5 1
Dún Laoghaire FEI Advanced Certificate in Furniture Making and RestorationQQI 6 1
Dún Laoghaire FEI Multimedia QQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute Furniture Making and Design QQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute Illustration and Model Making QQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute Visual Communications QQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute Advanced Certificate in Fashion Buying, Styling and Visual MerchandisingQQI 6 1
Galway Technical Institute Fashion Design QQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute Fashion Design and Dress Making QQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute Fashion Retail QQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute App Design and Development QQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute Advanced Certificate in Architectural Technology QQI 6 1
Galway Technical Institute Computer Aided Design and Architectural TechnologyQQI 5 1
Galway Technical Institute Construction Technology: Renewable Energies & EngineeringQQI 5 1
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Inchicore College Art and Design QQI 5 1
Inchicore College Costume Design and Make-Up QQI 6 2
Kerry College of FE Computer Science (with Programming & Web Design)QQI 5 1
Kerry College of FE Multimedia with Graphic Design QQI 5 1
Kerry College of FE Art, Craft & Design with Digital Photography QQI 5 1
Liberties College Portfolio Preparation in Art, Craft & Design QQI 5 1
Liberties College Art and Craft Professional Practice QQI 6 1
Limerick College of FE App & Software Development QQI 5 1
Limerick College of FE Advanced Fashion and Textile Studies       QQI 6 1
Limerick College of FE Advanced Multimedia & Web Development QQI 6 1
Limerick College of FE Art & Design Portfolio QQI 5 1
Limerick College of FE Art & Design Portfolio with Animation & Illustration QQI 5 1
Limerick College of FE Art & Design Portfolio with Graphic Design QQI 5 1
Limerick College of FE Costume Design for Theatre & Film QQI 5 1
Limerick College of FE Fashion Design & Retail Studies QQI 5 1
Limerick College of FE Fashion Design & Textile Studies QQI 5 1
Limerick College of FE Game Design QQI 5 1
Marino College Graphic Design and Illustration QQI 5 1
Moate Business College Media Studies (Creative Media) QQI 5 1
Moate Business College Art and Design QQI 5 1
Monaghan Institute Furniture Design QQI 5 1
Monaghan Institute Art, Craft & Design QQI 5 1
Monaghan Institute Construction Technology & Renewable Energy SystemsQQI 5 1
Monaghan Institute Computer Games Design & Programming QQI 5 1
Monaghan Institute Multimedia Production QQI 5 1
Monaghan Institute Advanced Certificate in Multimedia & Web DevelopmentQQI 5 1
Pearse College of FE Computer Aided Design QQI 5 1
Pearse College of FE Creative Media Production QQI 5 1
Pearse College of FE Landscape Design QQI 5 1
Pearse College of FE Sustainable Design and Innovation        QQI 5 1
Pearse College of FE  Architectural Technology and Design 1      QQI 5 1
Pearse College of FE Architectural Technology and Design 2 QQI 6 1
Pearse College of FE Sustainable Construction Technologies QQI 5 1
Pearse College of FE Sustainable Landscapes QQI 6 1
Sallynoggin College of FE Art, Craft & Design QQI 5 1
Sallynoggin College of FE Fashion Industry Practice                QQI 6 1
Sallynoggin College of FE Fashion Design QQI 5 1
Sallynoggin College of FE Fashion Design - Advanced Certificate                QQi 6 1
St.John's Central College of FEArt, Craft & Design QQI 5 1
St.John's Central College of FEDesign for 3D Printing QQI 6 1
St.John's Central College of FEFashion Design QQI 5 1
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St.John's Central College of FEFashion Design QQI 6 1
Castlebar College of FE Graphic and Web Design with Portfolio PreparationQQI 5 1
Castlebar College of FE Gaming Animation and Motion Graphics QQI 5 1
CTI Clonmel Art Portfolio Preparation QQI 5 1
CTI Clonmel Creative Craft & Design QQI 5 1
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Appendix 4: Design Education 
Programmes in Ireland - 3rd Level 
Institution Type Programme Award NFQ Duration
AIT IOT Graphic Design BA 7 3
CIT IOT Architectural Technology BSc 7 3
CIT IOT Interior Architecture BSc 7 3
CIT IOT Architectural Technology BSc (Hons) 8 4
CIT IOT Interior Architecture BSc (Hons) 8 4
CIT IOT Architectural Technical Design MSc 9 1
CIT IOT Interior Architecture MSc 9 1
CIT IOT Visual Communications BA (Hons) 8 4
CIT IOT Web Development BSc (Hons) 8 4
DIT IOT Product Design BSc (Hons) 8 4
DIT IOT Visual Communication BA (Hons) 8 4
DIT IOT Creative and Cultural Industries BA (Hons) 8 4
DIT IOT Visual Merchandising and Design Display BA (Hons) 8 4
DIT IOT Interior and Furniture Design BA (Hons) 8 4
DIT IOT Design Practice MA 9 1
DIT IOT Professional Design Practice MA 9 1
DIT IOT Creative Digital Media MSc 9 1
DIT IOT Digital Games MSc 9 1
DIT IOT Mobile, Tablet and Dynamic Web MSc 9 1
DIT IOT Game Design BA (Hons) 8 4
DIT IOT Architecture BArch (Hons) 8 3
DIT IOT Architectural Practice Professional Diploma
DIT IOT Planning and Development MSc 9 2
DIT IOT Spatial Planning MSc 9 2
DKIT IOT Communications in Creative Media BA (Hons) 8 4
DKIT IOT Multimedia Web Development BSc (Hons) 8 4
DKIT IOT Communications in Creative Multimedia BA 7 3
DKIT IOT Media Arts & Technologies BA 7 3
DKIT IOT Creative Media MA (Research) 9 1
DCU University Multimedia BSc 8 3
DID Private Graphic Design BA 1 year add on
DID Private Graphic Design Higher Nat Dip 6 2
DID Private Graphic Design Higher Nat Cert 6 1
DID Private Interior Design BA 1 year add on
DID Private Interior Design Higher Nat Dip 6 2
DID Private Interior Design Higher Nat Cert 6 1
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Institution Type Programme Award NFQ Duration
DID Private Costume Design, Styling & Management for Film, TV & MediaH gher Nat Dip 6 2
DID Private Web Design Higher Nat Dip 6 2
DID Private Web Design Higher Nat Cert 6 1
DID Private Fashion Design Higher Nat Dip 6 2
GMIT IOT Furniture and Wood Technology BSc (Hons) 8 4
GMIT IOT Furniture Design and Manufacture BSc (Hons) 8 4
GMIT IOT Furniture and Wood Technology BSc 7 3
GMIT IOT Furniture Design and Manufacture BSc 7 3
GMIT IOT Design in Textiles BA (Hons) 8 1 year add on
GMIT IOT Architectural Technology BSc (Hons) 8 4
GMIT IOT Architectural Technology BSc 7 3
GMIT IOT Digital Media & Society BSc (Hons) 8 4
Grafton AcademyPrivate Fashion Design National Higher Diploma6 3
Grafton AcademyPrivate Fashion Design Short
Grafton AcademyPrivate Milinery Short
GCD Private Design Communications BA (Hons) 8 3
GCD Private Fashion Design BA (Hons) 8 3
GCD Private Interior Architecture BA (Hons) 8 4
GCD Private Interior Architecture BA 7 3
GCD Private Interior Design BA 7 3
GCD Private Interior Design Diploma 7 2
GCD Private Interior Architecture MA 9 1
GCD Private Applied Digital Media MSc 9 1
GCD Private Applied Digital Media PgDip 9 1
IADT IOT Visual Communications BA (Hons) 8 4
IADT IOT Creative Computing BSc (Hons) 8 4
ITB IOT Creative Digital Media BA (Hons) 8 4
ITB IOT Creative Digital Media BA (Hons) 8 1 year add on
ITB IOT Creative Digital Media BA 7 3
IT Carlow IOT Digital Media Design Higher National Diploma8 2
IT Carlow IOT Industrial Design BA 7 3
IT Carlow IOT Architectural Technology BSc 7 3
IT Carlow IOT Product Design Innovation BA (Hons) 8 4
IT Carlow IOT Architectural Technology BA (Hons) 8 4
IT Carlow IOT Visual Communications and Design BA (Hons) 8 4
IT Carlow IOT Interaction Design MA 9 1
IT Carlow IOT Masters by Research MA 9 2
IT Sligo IOT Architectural Design BA (Hons) 8 4
IT Sligo IOT Interior Architecture and Design BA 7 3
IT Sligo IOT Creative Design BA (Hons) 8 4
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IT Sligo IOT Creative Design BA 7 3
IT Sligo IOT Interior Architecture MA 9 2
IT Tallaght IOT Creative Digital Media BA (Hons) 8 4
IT Tralee IOT Creative Media MA 9 1
IT Tralee IOT Computing with Games Development BSc 7 3
IT Tralee IOT Computing with Games Development BSc (Hons) 8 4
IT Tralee IOT Computing with Mobile App Development BSc 7 3
IT Tralee IOT Computing with Mobile App Development BSc (Hons) 8 4
IT Tralee IOT Computing with Multimedia BSc (Hons) 8 4
IT Tralee IOT Computing with Multimedia BSc 7 3
IT Tralee IOT Design for Interactive Media BSc (Hons) 8 4
LIT IOT Product Design BA 7 3
LIT IOT Digital Media Design BA 7 3
LIT IOT Computer Games Development BA 7
LIT IOT Visual Communication & Graphic Design BSc (Hons) 8 4
LIT IOT Digital Media Design BSc (Hons) 8 1 year add on
LSAD IOT Creative Multimedia BSc 7 3
LSAD IOT Creative Multimedia BSc (Hons) 8 4
LSAD IOT Fashion Knitwear & Textiles Higher National Certificate6 2
LSAD IOT Fashion Knitwear and Textiles BA (Hons) 8 4
LSAD IOT Game Art and Design BSc (Hons) 8 4
LSAD IOT Interior Design and Technology BA 7 3
LSAD IOT Fashion BA (Hons) 8 3 year add on
LSAD IOT Visual Communications BA (Hons) 8 3 year add on
LSAD IOT Animation & Motion Design BA (Hons) 8 3 year add on
LSAD IOT Interdisciplinary Design Practice MA 9 1
Maynooth UniversityUniversity Product Design (Marketing & Innovation) BSc 8
Maynooth UniversityUniversity Design Innvovation MSc 9 1
NCAD University Fashion Design BA (Hons) 8 3
NCAD University Fashion Design MFA 9 2
NCAD University Medical Device Design MSc 9 1
NCAD University Interaction Design MA 9 1
NCAD University Visual Communication BA (Hons) 8 3
NCAD University Visual Communication MA 9 2
NCAD University Product Design BA (Hons) 8 3
NCAD University Product Design MA 9 2
NCAD University Textile and Surface Design BA (Hons) 8 3
NCAD University Textile and Surface Design MA 9 2
UCC University Architecture (Joint Programme with CIT) BSc (Hons) 8 4
UCC University Architecture (Joint Programme with CIT) MArch 9 1
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UCD University Architectural Science BSc (Hons) 8 3
UCD University Architectural Science MArchSc 9 2
UCD University Urban Design MArchSc 9 1
UCD University Landscape Studies MArchSc 9 1
UCD University Sustainable Building Design & Performance MArchSc 9 1
UCD University Landscape Architecture BSc (Hons) 8 4
UCD University Structural Engineering with Architecture BSc (Hons) 8 3
UCD University Structural Engineering with Architecture ME 9 2
UCD University Architecture PhD 10 3
UCD University Architecture Professional Diploma 1
UCD University Architecture PhD 10 6
UCD University Landscape Architecture MLArch 9 2
UCD University Regional & Urban Planning MRUP (MA) 9 2
UCD University Structural Engineering MEngSc 9 1
UCD University Sustainable Building Design & Performance MArchSc 9 1
UCD University Urban Design MSc 9 16 Mths
UCD University Urban Design MArchSc 9 1
UL University Design and Manufacture BSc (Hons) 8 4
UL University Architecture BA (Hons) 8 5
UL University Computer Games Developmen BSc (Hons) 8 4
UL University Digital Media Design BSc (Hons) 8 4
UL University Product Design and Technology BSc (Hons) 8 4
WIT IOT Archetecture BA (Hons) 8 5
WIT IOT Architectural Technology BA 7 3
WIT IOT Multimedia Applications Development BSc 7 3
WIT IOT Architectural & Building Information Modelling Technology BA (Hons) 8 4
WIT IOT Design (Visual Communications) BA (Hons) 8 4
WIT IOT Service Design and Innovation Higher Dip. in Business8 1
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Appendix 5: Design Supports in Ireland 
in 2014 
Name Type
Architectural Association of Ireland Advocacy Group
BETA Project (DCC) Advocacy Group
DesignWeek Advocacy Group
Galway DesignWeek Advocacy Group
Irish Architecture Foundation Advocacy Group
IxD Dublin Advocacy Group
Open House Advocacy Group
Pivot Dublin Advocacy Group
UX Hub Ireland Advocacy Group
Typography Ireland Advocacy Group
Design Network West  Advocacy Group
Design Waterford Advocacy Group
Creative Digital Network Cork Advocacy Group
Midlands Design Network Advocacy Group
Cork Design Network Advocacy Group
Futuremakers Student Awards Awards
ICAD Awards Awards
IDI Awards Awards
IDI Graduate Awards Awards
Irish Architecture Awards Awards
Universal Design Grand Challenge Awards
IDI / Eileen Gray Lifetime Achievement Award Awards
Block T Collaborative Space
Fumbally Exchange Collaborative Space
South Studios Collaborative Space
Plus 10 Co-Working Space Cork Collaborative Space
Fumbally Co-Working Space Waterford Collaborative Space
Ballybane Co Working space Galway Collaborative Space
Faultlines Conference
Hybrid Conference Conference
Rebase Conference
Face Forward Conference
Offset Conference
Reform Conference
Brainbelt Event
Dublin Fashion Festival Event
Futuremakers Event
G6 Series Event
Irish Design 2015 Event
Offsketch Event
Refresh Dublin Event
Showcase Ireland Event
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Archiseek Forum
Creative Ireland Forum
Horizon2020 Funding
Enterprise Ireland HPSU Funding
ID2015 Funding Funding
Media Cube Incubation Centre
3x3 Internship Programme
ICAD Upstarts Internship Programme
Architecture Ireland Journal
Iterations Journal
Animation Ireland Professional Body
Design and Crafts Council of Ireland Professional Body
Design Business Ireland Professional Body
Institute of Creative Advertising and Design Professional Body
Institute of Designers in Ireland Professional Body
RIAI Professional Body
Creative Nortwest Promotional Body
Harnessing Creativity Promotional Body
100 Archive Repository
BrandNewRetro Repository
HiTone Repository
Nival Repository
Design, Print and Packaging Skillnet Training/CPD
RIAI CPD Training/CPD
Animation Skillnet Training/CPD
!54
References and Sources 
Publications  
CSO (2012) Profile 3 - At Work Pub. CSO, Dublin 
Enterprise Ireland (1999) Opportunities in Design: Strategies for Growth in the Irish 
Design Sector Pub. Enterprise Ireland 
Indecon (2013) Creative Clusters - Economic Analysis of the Current Status and 
Future Clustering Potential for the Crafts Industry in Ireland Pub. DCCoI 
Institute of Designers in Ireland (2008) Why Design; a Guide to Studying Design in 
Ireland Pub. IDI, Dublin. 
InterTradeIreland (2008) A Study of the Design Services Sector on the Island of 
Ireland Pub. InterTradeIreland 
Websites 
100 Archive [online] available from: http://www.100archive.com/workplaces 
BCFE [online] available from: http://applications.bcfe.ie/course-CCH- 
Higher_National_Diploma_In_Classical_And_Computer_Animation.html  
Creative Ireland [online] available from: http://creativeireland.com/directory/ 
Core77 [online] available from: http://www.designdirectory.com/Search?
state=&msas=&cities=&budgets=0&specialty=&countries=158&phrase= 
CRO [online] available from: http://search.cro.ie/company/ 
CSO [online] available from: http://cso.ie/en/index.html 
!55
DCCoI [online] available from: http://www.dccoi.ie/directory/ 
DIT [online] available from: www.dit.ie/architecture/programmes/undergraduate/
dt101bachelorofarchitecture 
DIT [online] available from: http://www.dmc.dit.ie/about_us.html 
Griffith College [online] available from: https://www.griffith.ie/faculties/computing/
courses/master-science-applied-digital-media  
IDI [online] available from: http://www.idi-design.ie/directory/ 
ICAD [online] available from: http://www.icad.ie/directory/434/directory.html 
ISA [online] available from: http://isa-bcfe.ie/ 
IT Carlow [online] available available from: http://itcarlow.ie/study/postgraduate-rd/
post-graduate-programmes-full-time/cw719.htm 
Let terkenny IT [on l ine] avai lab le f rom: ht tps: / /www. ly i t . ie /courses/
designcreativemedia/ly427 
Media Street [online] available from: http://www.mediastreet.ie/en 
NCAD [online] available from: http://www.ncad.ie/postgraduate/school-of-design/ma-
interaction-design 
Revenue [online] available from: http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/vat/guide/
registration.html#section1 
RIAI [online] available from: http://www.riai.ie/practice_directory/ 
!56
Animation Ireland [online] available from: http://www.animationireland.com/
companies.htm 
SoloCheck [online] available from: http://www.solocheck.ie/ 
UCD [on l i ne ] ava i l ab le f r om: www.ucd . i e /eaco l l ege /a rch i t ec tu re /
undergraduateprogrammes 
University of Limerick [online] available from: http://www3.ul.ie/courses/
DigitalMediaDesign.php
!57
